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Psalm 19: 1: The heavens declare the glory of
God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

Exodus 34 5-7: Then the Lord came down in the
cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed
his name, the Lord. And he passed in front of
Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the
compassionate and gracious God, slow to
anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,
maintaining love to thousands and forgiving
wickedness, rebellion and sin.”

1 Chronicles 16:34 "Give thanks to the Lord, for
he is good; his love endures forever."

This is the official month of THANKSGIVING.
We start planning who to invite and what to
serve. Some of us worry about guests
disagreeing over politics, if the power will go out,
if Aunt Doris will tell everyone the dressing does
not taste like her mother’s, or if Cousin Marty will
bore everyone with his long stories that are
repeated every year. In the stress of cleaning,
food preparation and hosting, we sometimes, in
the month dedicated to thanksgiving, forget to
be thankful!

In the Adult Sunday School we are studying the
Dane Ortlund Book, "Gentle and Lowly." In
Chapter16 Pastor Ortlund writes, "When we
speak of God's glory, we are speaking of who
God is, what his is like, his distinctive
resplendence, what makes God, God. And
when God himself set the terms on what his
glory is, he surprises us into wonder. The bent
of God's heart is mercy. His glory is his
goodness. His glory is his lowliness."

How wonderful is this! Our God is good and
merciful, compassionate, faithful, slow to anger,
forgiving, and abounding in love. What is there

not to be thankful for? Is there any earthly
relationship that compares to the one we have
with God through Christ?

1 Chronicles 16:34 tells us to give thanks to our
good and loving God. The author did not say we
should give thanks on a particular day in a
particular month. We should be giving thanks
daily, showing our gratitude for the many
blessings God has given us, especially faith in
our Lord and Savior Jesus.

Let us pause our hurried lives and take a
moment, or moments to be grateful to our
wonderful God. Share your gratitude with
others, ask them how God has blessed them.
Let our lives reflect the glory of God, not just on
Thanksgiving, but every day. Serve up some
love, kindness, compassion and forgiveness
along with the turkey and mashed potatoes.

‘I bless you, most holy God, for your
unfathomable love. Through that love you
enable Spirit to meet with spirit, so that |, a weak
and wandering mortal, can have ready access
to your heart, the heart of the One who moves
the stars.” Excerpted from “A Diary of Private
Prayer” Evening of the Seventeenth Day John
Baillie

Christian Ed

*Women's Friday Bible Study meets every
Friday at 11:00 a.m. in the church library. We
began studying Ephesians on October 17,
Please join us.




*Women's Devotional meets every second and
fourth Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. in the church
library. We are studying "A Diary of Private
Prayer" by John Baillie.

*Adult Sunday School meets every Sunday at
9:00 a.m. In the large classroom at the end of
the hall. We are currently studying "Gentle and
Lowly" by Dane Ortlund.

*Mercedes Morrill leads a young adult Sunday
School at 9:00 a.m. In the upstairs classroom.

Congregational Life

We will be Hanging the
Greens in preparation
for Advent on Saturday
November 29, at 10:00
a.m.. Please plan on
joining us to decorate

the sactuary, church entry, and Fellowship

Hall. There will be hot cider, hot chocolate, and
donuts to sustain us. This is a time of wonderful
fellowship and joy as we prepare Montesano
Presbyterian Church to celebrate the birth of our
Savior Jesus.

Operation
Christmas Child

Samaritan's Purse organization is starting its
Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift
campaign. Montesano Presbyterian Church will
be doing our shoeboxes exclusively online this
year. The National Shoebox Collection Week is
November 17-24.

It is easy to fill a shoebox, or boxes, online at
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-
christmas-child/buildonline.

You select a boy or girl and
the age range of the child.
Then you select from groups
of items to add to the |
shoebox. This enables youto |
ensure the items in your box
are acceptable to send. Finally, you pay with
your credit card. You are also able to send a
personalized message to the child.

Please be praying how you may support one
child or more during the upcoming
Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons, not only
with gifts, but with a message about the Good
News of Jesus. Remember to be praying for the
child who will receive your gift, that they and
their family will be receptive to the message of
Jesus Christ.

Praying Church

Did you know that we are a praying church, and
we want to pray for your families and friends
who have needs? We Have a Prayer Chain
made up of people who will pray for you. If you
would like to be a part of the Prayer Chain and
commit to pray for concerns that are sent out,
we can add you to this list. If you have a need
you would like us to pray for, give Peggy
Gillespie a call or email her and your request will
be sent out to the Prayer Chain.

Worship

*We will be Hanging the Greens in preparation
for Advent on Saturday November 29, at 10:00
a Morning Prayer...We meet for Prayer every
Tuesday morning at 11:00 a.m., to pray for the
needs of family, friends, and our Church body. It
is our joy to pray together. If you would like to
join us in this time of prayer, you are welcome
to come and be a part of it.

1 Thessalonians 1:2 ~ We give thanks to God
always for you, constantly mentioning you in
prayer.



*Susan assigns Worship Partners on a
rotational basis. If you have a planned
vacation or absence, please let Susan know not
to assign you as the Worship Parter on
Sundays, you know you will be gone. Please
remember to check the assignment sheet on
Susan’s door to see when you are scheduled to
be the Worship Partner. If something
unexpected comes up and you are not able
to be the Worship Partner on your assigned
date, contact Peggy. Remember the rotation of
pastors, who are blessing us during our search
for a new pastor, need to be coordinated with in
advance to understand which parts of the
worship service the pastor wants to Worship
Partner to be responsible for.

Mindy Geer
Debby Hammer
Tracee Schmidt

Patty Winkler

Coming
November Events

*Daylight Savings Times ends on Sunday,
November 2. Don'’t forget to set your clocks
back an hour when you go to bed Saturday
night!

*Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: is open to all
men of the church. They meet for breakfast
Thursday mornings at 7:00 a.m.

*Stewardship Sunday: Sunday, November 9
has been set aside for Stewardship Sunday.
This is the Sunday we come forward to dedicate
our tithes for the coming year. Stewardship
cards will be available beginning the first
Sunday in November. Tithing slips can be
dropped in the offering box throughout the
month of November for those not in service on
November 9.

A letter provided by the Stewardship Committee
can be found at the back of this newsletter.

*Grief Group: meets the first Tuesday of each
month. Angela Carter leads this group. This
month’s meeting will be at 6:00 p.m., November
4.

*Women’s Bible Study: is open to all women
of the church. This study meets every Friday
morning at 11:00 a.m. They are currently
studying Ephesians.

Hanging of the Greens: It is time to decorate
the church for Advent Season. Join us on
Saturday, November 29 at 10:00 a.m.

*Game Day...Come and join us for Game Day if
you enjoy playing games! We laugh a lot and eat
snacks that we bring to share! We meet at
church on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the
month, at 1:00 p.m. Game Day for the month of
November will be November 13.

Due to Thanksgiving Holiday, there will be
no game day on November 27. If you have any
questions, contact either Diana Hill or Randi
Toyra.



The Montesano Community
Thanksgiving Service will be

at St. John's Cathollc Church
beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Deacon Meeting
Tuesday, November 11, 6:00 p.m.
Session Meeting
Thursday, November 13, 6:00 p.m.

Who’s Doing What

Elder on Call

Until Montesano Presbyterian Church has a
new pastor, an Elder will be on call weekly for
any needs of our church family.

The list for November is below:

Nov 02 ~ Pam Hildreth
Nov 09 ~ Bob Morrill

Nov 16 ~ Peggy Gillespie
Nov 23 ~ Pam Hildreth
Nov 30 ~ David Mandt

Reader of God’s Word

Below is a list of the Worship Readers along
with the Pastors they will be assisting.

Nov 02 ~ Emily Meier / Winston Urey
Nov 09 ~ Garrett Dalan / Brian Morgan
Nov 16 ~ Pam Hildreth / Winson Urey
Nov 23 ~ Pam Hildreth / Larry Carlson
Nov 30 ~ Tom Robins / Winston Urey

Dec 07 ~ Emily Meier / Larry Carlson

Dec 14 ~ Jan Morrill / Larry Carlson

Dec 21 ~ Peggy Gillespie / Ed Longabaugh
Dec 24 ~ Christmas Eve ~ Winston Urey
Dec 28 ~ David Mandt / Brian Morgan

Greeters

November 02
Pam Hildreth

November 09 & 16
Edie Johnson & Pat Willis

November 23 & 30

Peggy Gillespie & Sue McCombs
December 07 & 14

Mel & Gale Broughton

December 21 & 28
Ron & Lorna Claxton

Christmas Schedule of Events

November 29 ~
Hanging of the Greens, 10:00 a.m.

November 30 ~
First Sunday of Advent
Worship, 10:00 am.

December 07 ~
Second Sunday of Advent
Worship, 10:00 a.m.

December 08 ~
Women’s Christmas Party, 6:00 p.m.

December 13 ~
Live Nativity
following the Festival of Lights parade

December 14 ~
Third Sunday of Advent
Worship, 10:00 a.m.

December 21 ~
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Worship, 10:00 a.m.

December 24 ~
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 6:00p
Rev. Winston Urey



OUR STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION

Over the years, the people of Montesano Presbyterian Church have historically been faithful, cheerful
and generous donors. We nevertheless remember when the Covid-19 pandemic began and our lives
were changed - and not just at Monte Pres. The pandemic brought many changes: how and where
we could work, where we could eat, where we could gather, whether children could go to school,
whether we could serve in our communities, whether when and how we could worship. Buildings were
ordered closed, we were prohibitled from worshipping and participating in many other in-person
actiVities at our church and elsewhere for what was a very long time. '

Thankfully, our ministry has continued. We are a resilient church family, Unfortunately, some have
not returned to regular in person attendamce at Sunday worship. Through activities such as online
streaming of Sunday worship, publication of our church newsletter, continued support of our church's
mission in Uganda and, through other means, we responded to continue the mission of our church both
in word as well as in action. With God’s help, we've been able to return to what seers like a more
normal church life. But our “return to nonmal” isn’t fully complete,

Since the pandemic, our giving has been and remains in decline. Consider the chart below that
provides a five-year sumimary of our financial support of Monte Pres.

As of Total General Annual | Change from prior
Year End Income
12/31/2021 5184,594 :
12/31/2022 $169,473 -8.1%
12/31/2023 $157,837 -6.8%
12/31/2024 $155,702 -1.3%
12/31/2025 $129,612 -16.7%
projected

“'That trend has become more significant this year and reminds us that financial support, in the form of
our tithes and offerings, represents a resource that makes a real difference to the ability of Montesanc
Presbyterian Church to continue to carry out the important work of our church.

We do not fully know what lies ahead, but we remain confident in the assurance of God's abiding and
steadfast love. With our ongoing prayerful, thoughtful and generous giving, our church cankeep doing
what love requires of us by nurturing life-giving, joyful ministries both inside and outside our walls.
Whether we gather for Sunday worship or participate in other activities of the church inside our
building, elsewhere in the comumunity, online, in our homes or in many other ways, we continue to be
the body of Christ through our ministries, our witness, and our care for one another,

Our giving can be accorplished in several forms., A number of our members make anannual financial
pledge. Others do not, preferring instead to tithe to support the work and missions of our church. Some
give proportionally by committing a certain percentage of their income, Still others donate regularly.
It's less important HOW we support the church -- whether we pledge, tithe or make donations ~ than
that we DO support the church....and increase our support for 2026,

In the coming weeks, we’ll be seeing tithe slips in our Sunday bulletins, When you see yours, please
recall that whether our gifts are in the form of tithes, income percentage-based or whether they're gifts
based on our ability, it's vital that we all continue to support the work of cur church, Recall, that we're
seeking a new pastor. That means that once we have a new pastor, we'll have additional financial
obligations that will have to be met. The Session asks us all to seriously and prayerfully consider and
reconsider our level of giving so that Monte Pres's work and missions can be continued in 2026 and
beyond.




